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MEMORIAL DAY 


Do you remember when it 
was called "Decoration Day" 
YEARS ago ? 


Ta Sel So Wave Ly os Su GL 
about. When children, 
enthralled by their imagi- 
nation, decorated "heroes" 
graves--men who had died 
in that awful struggle to 
preserve unity. The insp- 
iring process lifted the 
participating child to 
higher ideals, patriotism 
and a noble effort to be 
as brave and dedicated as 
these men must have been 
who now lie beneath the 
sod. Visions of valor be- 
yond the call- of duty ill- 
uminate their childish 

- minds and will carry on 
into old age. The love 
and respect generated for 
our flag and country pene- 
trated every pore of the 


J child's being--then. What 
has happened since ? 
Remember when ole Joe went 
| back later to see Cemetery 
Ridge again in Gettysburg 
in his old age where he had 


j 

Popent on July 3, 1803 ? How he told about lying on the ground all day 
‘behind a stone wall, loading and firing as fast as he could and, seeing with 
horror and revolt as he shot and took one life after another of the charging 
Confederates so that at day's end the ground before him was covered with 
thousands of dead---good men who had been “sentenced to death" for a crime 
they had not committed ? How ironical that so much money, time and effort 
is expended in attempts to "protect" the rights of criminals so that they 
might avoid punishment while good young men are "sentenced to death" by an 
order issued at the whims of SOU LeU to "protect" it and its territory ! 


Where it is a direct invasion and a threat to our territorial property we 
need to respond quickly to protect our rights. 

No. wonder old Joe left the scene that memory relived the vain of recollect- 
ion as he "saw" again those he had shot according to "orders" lest he suffer 
the same fate. Going home he dedicated his life to remembering fallen com- 
races and foe alike and to see that their graves shall be decorated by the 
children of a new generation as a reminder that many lost their lives with- 
out a chance to enjoy it or were permanently wounded. 


Do you remember the words 
to a Memorial Day song 
that we sang in school 
during observance of that 
. special Day ? If you do 
will you fee us enoe so that we may include the 
song ina later issue. Here are some of the lines, 


"Again the grass is fresh and green and decked with flowers of spring,--- 
Again we come with fragrant flowers-- 


To deck each hero's grave. 
---mid shot and shell-- 


The flag they loved so well". 


I. S66 oy 
Perhaps someone has the music to it also ? Thank you. the papers-~ 
Happiness:is when I try on | 
Memorial Day will be observed on the 29th, a Monday. my old World War 2 Army | 


uniform and it fits perfectly. ; 


Were Tenting To-Night 497 
WALTER KITTREDGE 


pay laite 


We're _ We ing to-night on the 
2.Wevebeen |tent-ing tq-ni rht on the 


old camp ground, |Give us a song 
old camp ground, 


to 
‘hink-ing of days gone 


~~ 
wea - ryhearts,a |song— of home, Aud_ ear. 


; 4 Ma-ny aretheheartsthat are 
lovedones at home that jgave us the hand, And t the| tear that said“good jbye! 
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wea-ry to-night, Wish-ing for thewar to 


"WE'RE TENTING TONIGHT" turned out to be the poignant and appealing song of 
all time of the songs that were produced during the Civil War. Someone said 
that "Walter Kittredge gave to the world this song, not of war, but of peace, 
not of hatred, but of love, which touches the deep places in human nature. 
He was not a soldier, as is generally supposed." The examining board at 
Concord, New Hampshire had rejected him. He was born in Merrimac, N.H. on 
Oct.8, 1832, the tenth child in a family of eleven. From his early child- 
hood he had a good ear for music and loved it. Never had any lessons or 
special trainingi So it points out that there can be those who can succeed 
by just natural gifts and can give to the world beauty in song. 

In later years a question arose as to when he composed the song. Now we 
have his reply: "I take this time to give you a history of "Tenting on the 
Old Camp Ground! I wrote the words and music at the same time, one evening, 
soon expecting to go down South to join the boys in blue, and I desired to 
have something to sing for them, as that had-been my profession for a few 
years before the war, I think I wrote the song in tears, thinking of my 
wife and little daughter; but I was not accepted, when examined by the phy- 
Sician. He thought I could do my part better to sing for Uncle Sam, so I 
kept writing and singing for Liberty and the Union. The song was composed 
in 1863 and published by Ditson, Boston, in 186l. 


Walter Kittredge." 


No longer are there any members left of the Grand Army of the Republic who 
can listen to that song shedding tears as they recall the terrible struggle 
on both sides. They are now all “over there" uniting in a mighty chorus 
that surely must resound to the unlimited reaches of Heaven. If only we had 
ears that could hear to tune in on that tremendous chorus--] 

Dorvouerccal] the thrill you felt when singing this song in school ? 


"TAPS"--the familiar strain has been sounding forth with new vigor this past 
year as it has called many to final rest in large numbers. Suddenly we are 
Dareecrencers in the present. 


This advertisement appeared in the NEW 
YORK MERCURY on June 24, 1765. Imagine 
a "parcel of very young healthy SLAVES" 
and ‘to be sold by HENRY C. BOGART; next 
Door to Mr. John Vanderspiegle." As if 
To be fold by HENRY C. BOGART, next DourtoMr. John that were not enough--the added oddity- 
Vanderipiegie. ----He has aifo Molafies Yor Si'e, _ "He has also Molasses for sale". 


Soe = ee Se ere © ~ he wl 


In spite of over two hundred years we note that there are still slaves sold 
though not of the same color. Society is infestered with varasites. 
oy 


Lee ' i \See 
AGC) “Sh aK ON In my turn J, too, bought a flower May 14, 1978 has been set 


gi But no card. And I tried to be aside tc celebrate 
: 7 brave. MOTHER'S DAY. This, then, 
MOTHER'S DAY GIFTS oy was only one place I could put is a good time to reflect 


‘And that was on mother’s grave. O28 OUP past performance - 
The customers crowded the flower 5 Wins ‘Saat did we remember MOTHER 
shop ‘ last Christmas with a 
eee flowers for glad Mother's .yecial present ? One that was more than a card 
oy: and showed just a wee bit of the affection we have 
hoosin J Pabess ‘ 
Rete ey othe wart for her in appreciation for all the little and big 
things she has done and is still doing and giving 
There were some buying flowers for to us daily. No greater love has ever been shown 


her window in that MOTHER would gladly lay down her life for 
And some.buying flowers for her ws. So if you failed back then, at least try to 
yard ; make it up now. Let the tears of joy flow free- 


Still others securing corsages, : 
With each went a greeting card. ly that woe ae may be gladdened. 


DIONNE QUINTUPLETS---On May 28,193h they were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Oliva Dionne of Callender, 
Ontaric, Canada, as the first quintuplets to 
survive beyond infancy. In 195 Emilie passed 
away at the age of twenty. 

This multiple birth gained world-wide attention 
for a long time as well as being featured in 
movies such as "The Country Doctor" with Jean 
Hersholt playing the part of the physician. 

In 1938 the four-year olds sang and danced in 


the movie, "Five of a Kind" by 20th Century-Fox. 


Although there have been more multiple births 
since they have not been able to gain as much 
interest as these young ladies did. We were 
fortunate to have lived in this great era. 
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PAST, SCHOOL- HOUSES TAKE IT SLOW 
in Courtesy Rita Sawyer 


LET THE LITTLE SHAVERS 


Memorial Day 


Asleep are the ranks of the dead: 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment-day ; 

Under the one, the Blue, 

Under the other, the Gray... . 

Carbondale, Ill., claims that the 
first official civil observance of Dec- 
oration Day was observed there on 
April 29, 1866. 

Waterloo, N.Y., has legally estab- 
lished its claim as the birthplace of 
Memorial Day. Waterloo druggist 
Henry C. Welles suggested in 1865 
that Civil War graves should be dec- 
orated with flowers. 

Former Gov. Nelson Rockefeller of 
New York, on March 7, 1966, formal- 
ly proclaimed Waterloo as the orig- 
inal site of Memorial Day. The House 
of Representatives and the Senate 
subsequently passed a resolution rec- 
ognizing this, and President Lyndon 
B. Johnson published an official proc- 
lamation. 

Gen. John A. Logan of Murphys- 
boro, Ill., Commander in Chief of 
the newly-formed Grand Army of 
the Republic on May 5, 1868, issued 
an order which set May 30 as Na- 
tional Memorial Day. 

On May 30, 1868, all local posts of 
the GAR observed Memorial Day. 

Some states still celebrate Memo- 
rial Day on May 30. Several Confed- 
erate Memorial Days are observed on 
other dates. Since 1971, federal gov- 
ernment employees have observed 
Memorial Day on the 4th Monday 
of May, a day which many states 
have chosen to observe, also. 

These observances on Monday, 
making a three-day weekend, have 
been criticized by many as tampering 
with tradition. Surely, those first 
compassionate people who _ spread 
flower petals over the fresh graves 
of the Blue and Gray had no thought 
for such considerations. 

—Dorothy Balts. 


It seems like yesterday 
that mothers! washed and 
paddled the old dirt out 
of clothes this way $ 


We've come a long way in 
freeing them of this 
hardship--or did we ? 

Now she "slaves" at a 
high pressure job to help 
pay ever increasing taxes. 


GROW. 


Burma- Shave 


« 


It is a great pleasure to hear from people who, by 
Chance, have come across a copy of our "Comments", 
Here we have a real special to share with our rea- 
ders as a result from our December issue. 
"Thank you for having printed that fine tribute to 
WHAT SOME READERS WROTE the Honorable David I. Walsh--. I'm related to the 
late Senator by marriage and knowing him as I did’ 
I appreciate the good people who try to perpetuate the memory of his stewa- 
rdshio while serving as Governor and Senator.---His first obligation was to 
God in whose image and likeness we were all born. Second to his Country 
which he believed in, and to the commitment of the peonvle who trusted him 
to represent them in Government. He was a servant of the veovle and deter 
mined to serve them honorably. It seems in- 


congruous that we were dedicated in the epee, hl: 

Constitution to "God and Country" and now ~ 

we seem to encounter so many false Gods. Ln WEEE 
That may account for the confused state of He. (ae lof. 
Pumeeiving in this 19th century". 74 


Thank you, Mrs. Walsh. 
West Roviston, Mase, 01583 It is gratifying to 
January 17, 1978 know that so many 
Dear Friends: good folk are enj- 


I was glad to see the article about David T. Walsh in the oying our little 


last Comments. My father (who was at cone time suverintendent history circular 
of schools in Bellingham) was a staunch Xepublican, but he was that brings back 
a friend and admirer of David I. Walsh. J remember that at many fond memories. 


the time cf his death we went to the wake at his home in 


Clinton, and we realized that our countrv had lost a good man. Many of us still 
recall Supt. Drown 


I was also glad to see the fuest editorial about our as he came to the 
good friend, Clara Macy, with whom my sister taught in the Center school. 
North School. 

It was through the 

We enjoy each issue of the Comments as we receive them. Kindness of Miss 


Drown that many old 
school pictures 
became available. 


Keep up the good work. 


Sincerelv, 


Pere 277 Spore We are most grate- 
TUletO yOu. 


NEWS---Cora Cheney Partridge, Author of "The Incredible Deborah", informs 
us that their local High School in South Windham, Vermont is named 
"TELAND-GRAY" in honor of Elder Aaron Leland who was a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Bellingham, joining in 1781 along with his future wife, 
Joanna Alden, daughter of Rev. Noah Alden. They went to Vermont in 1786 
and established a church in Chester, Vermont. It took in so many members 
that later it split into four more churches. Leland was also a noted 
legislator and judge. His success as a minister along with other public 
duties was a tribute to his exceptional ability. We have a right to claim 
him as part of our rich heritage because he came under our influence and 
care in his early life that molded him in the principle of religious free- 
dom and honesty coupled with an indefatigable energy that would not allow 
for any idle waste of time. "Goofing off" was never known then. 


We feel it worth repeating for the benefit of those who may not have heard 
this joke in Bellingham. A former local member of the cloth had seen this 
ad in a paper that attracted attention to its subtle inference to something 
that could not possibly hapven! "For Sale, a hearse with a 1959 body, in 
excellent condition"! Now that was SOME BODY for sure ! 
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Franklin Milestone 


This stone marker is located in North Belling- 
ham, south of St. Brendans' church. Originally 
it stood in the stone wall by the road in 
front of the church and a little south of the 
steps. Years ago when the road was widened 
Celia Breen rescued the marker and on July 27, 
1973 the Highway Dept. placed the stone in 
concrete permanently. Steven Preston and 
Walter Lewinski did the work under the watch- 
ful eye of Celia Breen and the two ladies in 
the photo. 

wWEes Representing the Historical Commission was 


me Florence McCracken, on the left, and Ruth 


"Spieler as an interested observer. 
In 1753 Postmaster Benjamin Franklin passed 
me through Bellingham on his way to New York from 
Boston; placing mileage markers all along the 
ee route with which rates were to be established. 
wy ne original stone was replaced with this 
slate one on which was engraved: 
"31 miles From Bofton 
(s) 


R -S727607" 


'R S" stands for "Royal Service" as the post- 
al operation at that time was under the King 
of England. 
There is a possibility that the stone was quarried in the slate quarry just 
off Maple Street near route 95. 


HEY, how about this--talk about a ride--a double-runner ride--Albert Spencer 
writes: "You also mention the lost sport of Double Running. I can remember 
a group would start uo where St. Blaise church now stands, and go down and 
across Route 140, on down North Main St., over the railroad bridge and over 
the Charles River bridge. Sometimes, if real icy, we would make it to 
Taunton St., and down that hill. It would take a lot longer going back 

but we sure had fun." WOW, WHAT a ride! Those were the "Good Old Days!" 
With progress--really now--aren't we cheating the children of today ?? 


IT am reminded of an earlier period by Historian Walter Wentzel that Leroy 
Moore had a double runner sled and they used to start where St. Blaise 
church is, cross over 10 route then take a sharp turn down Mill Street to 
the RED Mill. Man, how they had to lean hard to the right in order to 
negotiate that sharp turn onto Mill St.! 'Twas on one of those rides that 
'Bessy Nash'broke her ankle--remember ? Ralph Sanderson also sported a 
double runner sled. Are there any left in Town ?? The Historical Commissi- 
on would enjoy having one to display and show what a "Hot Rod" we had in 
the old days. Energy was entirely free and the resulting exercise walking 
back cost nothing and improved the well being of the participants without 
the need for a phys-ed course ! | 


From the Amos T. Adams Diary--"May 28,1905 Sunday-"I went to meeting" (church) 
"We all went to the cemetery P.M. to the exercises." (Memorial Day.) 

May 30, 1905 "Cloudy A.M. clear and warm P.M. I planted pop corn & mowed 
some of the yard. A.M. & hung screen door. Annie and I went to Hoag P.M. 

a very good show." 

May 16, 1908 "dug a mess of dandelions." Courtesy of 

May 13, 1916 "I bought a new suit." 6 the Moore family. 


Fifth and Sixth Grade Class of 1933 Teacher Anna Heroux 
Courtesy of Albert Spencer. 


Albert Anna Kenneth Raymond Dorothea 
Spencer Patrick Reid Cook Russen 


Donald Viola 
Moore Woodmar, 


Marjorie Barbara 
Bates Binks 
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John 
Whalen 


Wesley 
Johnson 


Eugene Ernest 
Garneau Garneau 


Edna Helen ‘Raymond 
Boudreau Miller Chabot 


Leo Greta 
Fromont Jones 


Robert Francis 
Boiteau Veary 


Pauline Leo Raymond 
Hudson Desmaries Robillard 


A Journey Begins With Freedom 
And Ends Only With Greed 


POETRY 


by Ernie Taft Jr. | 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO LIKE TO WRITE POETRY 


We would like to make this page, "POETRY", a monthly feature 
of the Crimpville Comments. But without your help this page 
cannot exist. We are looking for writers of poetry, both 
young and old, who would like to have their work published 
in the Comments. 
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That Mountain Now Seems 

So Far Away 
As I Look Back, I See 

teghl, It's Buried In The Haze 

No Longer Can I See 

It's Peaks,So High 
But, Only Now 
‘Do I Remember 

It's Valleys'!, So Low 
I Always Dreamed About 
Places I Would Someday Visit 
Places I Would Someday Go 


The Mighty Kingdoms 
That Were Within My Mind 
Are Now Only Visions 


Of Wasted Time...... 


If any of you readers are interested, 
please submit your poetry and verse to: 


Bellingham Historic Commission 
% Bellingham Town Hall 


OPO r nL 
Bellingham, Massachusetts 
Tee ol eee 02019 
In This World Every Day 
Where People And Things For Every Person 
Are Constantly Changing There Is A Happening 
There Is Much To Learn And Behind Every Happening 
And Also Much To Forget There Is A Story 


a. oth bE ae 


picture on page l is the Joint Choir of the North Bellingham Baptist Church 
taken on April 20, 1950. g 


